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Corners of the world

Gynecologic malignancies are a major 
healthcare problem in countries with 
emerging economies such as Mexico. 
However, the clinicians responsible for the 
management of patients with these tumors 
remains a topic of debate. Over the years, 
at least in Mexico, care for gynecologic 
oncology patients has been by surgical 
oncologists due to the fact that gynecologic 
oncology, as a specialty, was not recognized 
by university programs and curriculae were 
not formally established. In the 1980s, due 
to the need to train physicians dedicated 
to the care of patients with gynecologic 
cancers, 1 year courses were initiated and 
3 year residency programs in gynecologic 
oncology were established.

In 2002, an initiative by a group of gyne-
cologic oncology graduates at the National 
Cancer Institute of Mexico (INCAN), under 
the tutelage of the late Professor Carlos M. 
Lopez Graniel, led to the formation of the 
Mexican College of Gynecologic Oncologists. 
Approval was given by renowned physi-
cians Jaime de la Garza Salazar MD, who 
was the institute director, Thomas F. Purdon 
MD as honorary member of the American 
College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists 
(USA), Ernesto Castelazo Morales MD as 
representative of the Mexican Federation 
of Gynecology and Obstetrics, and various 
other leaders in the field.

The purpose of the college was to bring 
together, from an academic point of view, 
physicians dedicated to this area of medi-
cine and share experiences and develop 
collaborations to strengthen research in 
the field. The first board of directors was 
presided over by Professors Carlos M. López 
Graniel (ƚ), Guillermo Sidney Herbert Núñez 
MD as Vice President, and Alfonso Dueñas 
González as Secretary. In 2004, it was 
formally constituted as a College before the 
Mexican authorities.

The specialty was formally recognized 
by the National Autonomous University 
of Mexico (UNAM) in 2007 and 3 years 

later by the Mexican Council of Oncology. 
Currently, there are at least 10 branches 
of the institute in Mexico that train gyne-
cologic oncology specialists. During the 
initial years of the College, presence and 
participation in national congresses of 
gynecology and obstetrics, in conjunc-
tion with the Mexican Association of 
Mastology. Over the years the number 

of members has increased, and in 2012 
there was the First National Meeting of 
Gynecologic Oncologists in Queretaro with 
an attendance of physicians from around 
the country. From this date, the meeting 
has been held every 2 years and from 
2018 the International Congress is on 
an annual basis, with the last meeting in 
November 2021 in a 100% virtual forum 

Annual Meeting in 2012.

Meeting of the College in Querétaro, 2019.
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due to the COVID- 19 pandemic, with more 
than 200 attendees from Mexico and 
Central America.

Our group has achieved the goals of 
establishing regular meetings, bimonthly 
sessions and participation in international 
meetings, and we aim to have more than 

70 active members and 220 non- active 
members by 2023.
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2021 Virtual Meeting because of the pandemic.
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