Letter

In Memoriam: John J. Kavanagh (1947-2021)

It is with great sadness that we announce
the passing of Dr. John Joseph Kavanagh
(March 25, 2021). He graduated from
Sidney Kimmel Medical College at Thomas
Jefferson University in 1975. After, Dr.
Kavanagh completed a residency in internal
medicine at the Medical University of South
Carolina in 1978 and subsequently did his
Hematology Fellowship at the University of
Texas Health Science Center in Houston,
Texas. He will be remembered as an
outstanding leader in the field of gyneco-
logic oncology and has left a legacy as a
devoted mentor and teacher to so many who
care for women’s cancer. Dr. Kavanagh had
a distinguished career as a medical oncolo-
gist who focused his work on the treatment
of women with gynecologic cancers. He
spent over 40 years of his academic career
at MD Anderson Cancer Center and subse-
quently continued his work at Chulalong-
korn University in Bangkok, Thailand where
he held the role of International Faculty.

As a clinician, he was a superb and astute
individual who always looked beyond the
recognized standard options with a focus
on the patient as an individual. Personally, |
remember how thoughtful and thorough Dr.
Kavanagh was in his approach to treating
his patients. He always asked the ques-
tions often missed by others and seemed to
always find a new option for the patient. His
patients and their families loved him, as he
took the time to discuss all avenues avail-
able to the patient and answered questions
regardless of how long it took to satisfy
patient’s concerns.

He was an outstanding mentor and
was always surrounded by visitors from
all corners of the world. These physicians
always spoke very highly of his capacity to
explain in detail even the most complex of
subjects in a way that was easy to under-
stand with profound insight and fund of
knowledge of the literature.

Dr. Kavanagh served as Editor-in-Chief of
the International Journal of Gynecological
Cancer from 2001 to 2008. He also served
as Member of the Steering Committee,
Council Member, Chair of the Membership
Committee, and Member of the Guidelines
and Informatics Committee for the Interna-
tional Gynecologic Cancer Society.

The field of gynecologic oncology has lost
one of its ‘giants’ and we will truly miss his
talent, his contributions, and most of all his
engaging and warm personality.
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