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    Abstract
Background: The paucity of data on fetal effects of prenatal exposure to chemotherapy prompted us to study the transplacental transport of commonly used anticancer agents in a pregnant baboon model.

Methods: Single or combination chemotherapy with paclitaxel, docetaxel, carboplatin, and trastuzumab was administered to 9 baboons at a mean (SD) gestational age of 117 (26) days (paclitaxel, 100 mg/m2 [n = 2]; docetaxel, 100 mg/m2 [n = 2]; paclitaxel, 175 mg/m2 with carboplatin, area under the curve of 6 at standard dosage [n = 2] and 50% dosage [n = 1]; docetaxel, 75 mg/m2 with carboplatin, area under the curve 6 [n = 1]; and docetaxel, 75 mg/m2 with trastuzumab, 8 mg/kg [n = 1]). Serial fetal and maternal blood samples, amniotic fluid, maternal urine, and fetal and maternal tissue samples were collected for the first 76 hours after drug infusion. Levels of carboplatin were determined by atomic absorption spectrometry, docetaxel and paclitaxel by high-performance liquid chromatography, and trastuzumab by enzyme-linked immunosorbent assay.

Results: Fetal plasma concentrations of carboplatin averaged 57.5% (14.2%) of maternal concentrations (n = 7). Fetal plasma concentrations were 1.5% (0.8%) of maternal concentrations (n = 7). Immediately after ending the infusion, paclitaxel was not detectable in fetal tissues, whereas, after 3 hours, fetal tissues contained 15% of maternal tissue concentrations.
Docetaxel could not be detected in fetal blood samples (n = 9). In the first 3 hours after docetaxel infusion, fetal tissues contained 5.0% to 50.0% of maternal tissue concentrations, whereas equal fetal and maternal tissue concentrations were found after 26 and 76 hours.
The transplacental passages of trastuzumab were 85.0% and 3.0%, 2 and 26 hours after trastuzumab infusion, respectively. After 26 hours, amniotic fluid contained 36.4% of the fetal plasma concentration. Fetal tissue concentrations varied between 5.0% and 14.0% of the maternal concentration.

Conclusion: Variable plasma and/or tissue concentrations of taxanes, carboplatin, and trastuzumab were encountered in the fetal compartment. These data are important when cancer treatment is considered during pregnancy and underline the need for long-term follow-up of children after prenatal exposure to these cytotoxic agents.
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