





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Online First
	Superficially invasive stage IA vulvar squamous cell carcinoma—therapy and prognosis


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
        other Versions

    
  
  
    	earlier version (March 04, 2019).
	earlier version (March 04, 2019).
	You are currently viewing an earlier version of this article (March 04, 2019).
	View the most recent version of this article



  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original Article


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Superficially invasive stage IA vulvar squamous cell carcinoma—therapy and prognosis
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Donata Grimm1, 
	Katharina Prieske1, 
	Sabrina Mathey1, 
	Sascha Kuerti1, 
	Eike Burandt2, 
	Barbara Schmalfeldt1 and 
	Linn Woelber1

	[bookmark: aff-1]
1
Department of Gynecology and Gynecologic Oncology, University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Hamburg, Germany


	[bookmark: aff-2]
2
Department of Pathology, University Medical Centre Hamburg-Eppendorf, Hamburg, Germany



	Correspondence to
 Donata Grimm, Department of Gynecology and Gynecologic Oncology, University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf, Hamburg 20246, Germany; d.grimm{at}uke.de





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objectives Superficially invasive stage IA squamous vulvar cancer (VSCC) is defined as a single lesion measuring ≤2 cm with a depth of invasion of ≤1.0 mm (FIGO stage IA). This article examines the natural course and prognosis of superficially invasive VSCC.

Methods This is a retrospective case series of 46 patients (median age 58 years) with superficially invasive stage IA VSCC receiving wide local excision between January 1996 and November 2014 in the University Medical Center Hamburg-Eppendorf.

Results Median tumor size was 4 mm. In 39/46 (84.8%) patients peri-tumoral high-grade intraepithelial neoplasia (HSIL) and/or lichen sclerosus (LS) of the vulva were histologically detected: 34 (74.0%) usual type high-grade vulvar intraepithelial neoplasia (uVIN, HSIL), 4 (8.7%) LS with simultaneous VIN (3 uVIN, 1 differentiated VIN (dVIN)), 1 (2.2%) with LS only. 37/46 (80.4%) patients had a R0 resection; in 2 (4.3%) a high-grade VIN was detected in the margin and in 7 (15.2%) the resection status was unknown. The mean follow-up was 58 (range 10–185) months. Four patients (8.7%) suffered from an invasive recurrence after 4, 17, 40, and 54 months, three in the vulva and one in the groin. All local recurrences occurred in women with LS in a combination with high-grade VIN (3 uVIN, 1 dVIN). Two were treated surgically again including inguino-femoral lymphadenectomy (ifLAE) (no regional lymph node metastasis histologically) as invasion depth exceeded 1 mm. The third patient refused treatment. Inguinal recurrence was treated with a bilateral ifLAE, revealing one positive lymph node, followed by adjuvant radiotherapy (groins, pelvis). None of these patients had experienced further recurrences at last follow-up.

Conclusions Superficially invasive VSCC is characterized by having a very good prognosis. Sole surgical therapy is highly effective. Patients with LS might benefit additionally from intensified surveillance and adequate maintenance therapy in specialized centers.
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