





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 5, Issue 3 
	Expression of integrin adhesion molecules in normal ovary and epithelial ovarian tumors


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original Articles: PDF Only


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Expression of integrin adhesion molecules in normal ovary and epithelial ovarian tumors
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	J. E. Bridges*, 
	P. Englefield†, 
	I. E. Boyd*, 
	W. R. Roche† and 
	E. J. Thomas‡

	[bookmark: aff-1]* Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Princess Anne Hospital, Southampton,

	[bookmark: aff-2]† University Pathology, Southampton General Hospital and

	[bookmark: aff-3]‡ University Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Princess Anne Hospital, Southampton, UK


	Address for correspondence: Miss J. Bridges, Chelsea & Westminster Hospital, 369 Fulham Road, London SW10 9NH, UK.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
The metastatic potential of a solid tumor is dependent upon its ability to interact with the extracellular matrix. The integrin superfamily is a group of proteins that are fundamental in such interactions and play a major role in cell-cell and cell-matrix adhesion. Localization of the integrin proteins was performed in normal ovary, primary epithelial ovarian tumors and metastatic tumor cells in ascitic samples. Expression of α1, α3, α6 and β4 was observed on normal ovarian epithelium with variable expression of α5. Loss of α1 expression by malignant cells in the primary tumors was noted. β4, a component of the laminin receptor which was strongly expressed by both normal ovary and solid tumor, was absent from the ascitic tumor cells in the majority of cases. There was an associated loss of α6 expression, indicating a deficiency of hemidesmosomes in the ascitic tumor cells. This alteration of integrin expression by metastatic malignant epithelial ovarian tumor cells may therefore represent one important mechanism by which metastatic disease occurs.
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