
1311Int J Gynecol Cancer September 2021 Vol 31 No 9

In Memoriam: Dr Michel Roy

It is with deep sadness that we inform 
the international gynecologic oncology 
community that our friend and colleague 
Dr Michel Roy passed away on July 7, 
2021. He had a remarkably successful 
career in gynecologic oncology at 
L’Hôtel- Dieu de Quebec for 40 years 
(1974–2014) and for which he received 
the Professor Emeritus honor from 
Laval University in recognition of all his 
achievements.

He was one of the founding members 
of the Society of Gynecologic Oncology 
of Canada (GOC), a founding member of 
the Society of Colposcopists of Canada 
(SCC), and was President of the ISSVD 
(1993). Besides being one of the leading 
colposcopists in Canada in the 1970s 
and 1980s, he pioneered numerous 
surgical techniques such as laparo-
scopic lymphadenectomy, sentinel node 
mapping, vaginal radical hysterectomy 
(Schauta operation) and, most impor-
tantly, he was the first to perform vaginal 
radical trachelectomy in North America. 
He was the first to report the birth of a 
child following this procedure in North 
America.

Dr Roy was an inspiration to many in 
the field of gynecologic oncology and his 
contributions will have a lasting impact 

on many women diagnosed with cancer. 
He was a passionate and inquisitive 
learner and an advocate of training and 
exploration for many young trainees and 
faculty. He was generous of his time, his 
intellect, and his devotion for teaching 
transformed the lives of many.

His contribution and influence in the 
field of gynecologic oncology in Quebec, 
Canada and internationally was immense. 
He will be deeply missed. To honor his 
memory, the Division of Gynecologic 
Oncology has created ‘Le Fonds Michel 
Roy pour l’Excellence en Gynécologie 

Oncologique’. https:// fond atio nduc hude 
quebec. org/ dons- in- memoriam/
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