





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 23, Issue 2 
	Attitudes and Behavior of Radiation Oncologists Toward Sexual Issues of Cervical Cancer Patients Who Receive Radiation Therapy: A Survey in China


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Quality of Life


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Attitudes and Behavior of Radiation Oncologists Toward Sexual Issues of Cervical Cancer Patients Who Receive Radiation Therapy: A Survey in China
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Jin Wang, MM*, 
	Xiaoge Sun, MM†, 
	Rong Cai, MD‡, 
	Shengchao Jiao, MM§, 
	Hongbo Yu, MD∥, 
	Yu Zhang, BM*, 
	Gang Feng, MM*, 
	Surong Ren, BM*, 
	Yuanyuan Zhao, MD¶ and 
	Xiaobo Du, MD*

	[bookmark: aff-1]*Department of Oncology, MianYang Central Hospital, Sichuan;

	[bookmark: aff-2]†Radiotherapy Department, First Affiliated Hospital of Inner Mongolia Medical College, Inner Mongolia;

	[bookmark: aff-3]‡Tumor Chemoradiotherapy Department, ShangHai JiaoTong University Medical College RuiJin Hospital, Shanghai;

	[bookmark: aff-4]§Department of Radiotherapy, QiLu Hospital,Shandong;

	[bookmark: aff-5]∥Postdoctoral Research Base at Xiaolan Hospital, Affiliated to Southern Medical University, Guangdong; and

	[bookmark: aff-6]¶The First Department of Radiotherapy, Affiliated Hospital of Qingdao University Medical College, Shandong, China.


	Address correspondence and reprint requests to Xiaobo Du, MD, Department of Oncology, MianYang Central Hospital, Sichuan, 621000, People’s Republic of China. E-mail: duxiaobo2005@126.com.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Objective Cervical cancer is known to impair women’s sexual function. This study aimed at investigating the attitudes and behavior of radiation oncologists regarding sexual functioning of female cervical cancer patients who receive radiation therapy.

Methods A total of 186 radiation oncologists were included. A self-reported questionnaire was used to investigate the attitudes and behavior of radiation oncologists. The oncologists were queried on their history of consultation on sexual issues, attitudes, and behavior toward sexual issues and considerations of sexual life for cervical cancer patients who receive radiotherapy.

Results Among 120 radiation oncologists who completed the questionnaires, 101 (84.2%) had been consulted on sexual issues, of whom only 29 (24.2%) were consulted by more than 10% of cervical cancer patients who received radiation therapy or their families. Compared with those without a history of consultation, radiation oncologists with a history of consultation were more likely to agree that “radiation oncologists should deal with a patient’s sexual issues” (88.1% vs 68.4%) and disagree that “sex is private and should not be interfered with” (66.2% vs 44.5%). Five radiation oncologists (4.2%) had received special training to deal with the sexual issues of cervical cancer patients who receive radiotherapy, and 112 oncologists (93.3%) did not have any information on sexual functioning to give the their patients.

Conclusions History of consultation on sexual issues affects radiation oncologists’ attitudes and behavior toward sexual issues of cervical cancer patients. Radiation oncologists should have a more positive attitude toward sexual issues and should receive more specific relevant training.
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