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    Abstract
Introduction: Advanced age, deep myoinvasion, whole cavity or lower uterine segment tumors, poor differentiation, and lymphvascular space invasion are known to increase recurrence risk and adversely affect survival in stage I endometrioid adenocarcinoma of the uterus.

Objectives: To ascertain survival rates, failure patterns, and salvageability and to correlate adverse histopathologic effects to recurrences in these patients.

Methods: Data of 162 patients with surgical stage I endometrioid adenocarcinoma of the uterus with an increased risk of recurrence were reviewed from the year 1997 to 2008 at KK Gynaecological Cancer Centre, Singapore. Each patient underwent surgical staging and histopathologic evaluation and received high-dose rate vaginal vault brachytherapy. The data of all patients were discussed in a multidisciplinary meeting.

Results: The mean patient age was 58.9 years. Most patients (54.3%) had surgical stage IC endometrioid adenocarcinoma, whereas the rest had stage IB. Grade 2 tumors were seen in 53.7% of the patients and grade 3 in 21.61%. The mean follow-up duration was 52.9 months, with a maximum of 11.5 years. Five- and 10-year survival rates were 94% and 89%, respectively. There were 9 recurrences (5.56%). Stage IC had 77.78% recurrences, whereas stage IB had 22.22%, the median time being 19 months. The initial 3 years had 77.78% relapses. There was no recurrence in grade 3 tumors, with a 100% 5-year survival rate for stage IC grade 3. Age, lymphvascular space invasion, and tumor volume and location were not significant parameters in surgical stage I endometrioid adenocarcinoma patients who failed. One patient had isolated pelvic failure, whereas 5 had a pure distant relapse. Three patients failed at both locoregional and distant sites. Vault recurrence coupled with distant metastasis occurred in 1 patient. Three patients (33.33%) with recurrences, all with limited relapse sites, were salvaged, with a mean survival of 71.33 months. The median survival for recurrent endometrial cancer was 5 years.

Conclusions: This treatment has excellent survival rates with acceptable morbidity, and recurrence is mostly distant.
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