





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 15, Issue Suppl 3 
	First-line treatment of ovarian/tubal/peritoneal cancer FIGO stage IIB–IV with paclitaxel/carboplatin with or without epirubicin (TEC vs TC). A gynecologic cancer intergroup study of the NSGO, EORTC GCG, and NCIC CTG. Results on progression-free survival


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Articles


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      First-line treatment of ovarian/tubal/peritoneal cancer FIGO stage IIB–IV with paclitaxel/carboplatin with or without epirubicin (TEC vs TC). A gynecologic cancer intergroup study of the NSGO, EORTC GCG, and NCIC CTG. Results on progression-free survival
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	G. B. KRISTENSEN, 
	I. VERGOTE, 
	G. STUART, 
	J. M. DEL CAMPO, 
	J. KÆRN, 
	M. BAEKELANDT, 
	A. B. LOPEZ, 
	H. HIRTE, 
	E. AAVALL-LUNDQVIST, 
	E. LORENZ and 
	O. CERAR




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Adding anthracyclin to conventional platinum-based chemotherapy of ovarian cancer has been found to improve survival. The aim of this study was to evaluate the effect on survival on adding epirubicin to the standard treatment with carboplatin and paclitaxel. Between March 1999 and August 2001, 887 patients with epithelial ovarian, tubal, or peritoneal cancer FIGO stage IIB–IV were enrolled. They were randomized to receive six to nine cycles of paclitaxel (175 mg/m2, 3 h iv) followed by carboplatin (AUC 5, Calvert formula) with or without epirubicin (75 mg/m2 iv prior to paclitaxel) on a 3-weekly schedule. The primary end point was progression-free survival, and 542 progression events were required to detect a hazard ratio of 0.786 or less. Patient characteristics were similar across the treatment arms. Residual disease less than 1 cm at surgery with no measurable disease before chemotherapy was reported in 328 patients (37%), with 159 in the TEC arm and 169 in the TC arm. A total of 63 patients had to be withdrawn from the study: 20 due to ineligibility, 32 due to hypersensitivity reaction to paclitaxel during the first or second course, and 11 due to withdrawal of informed consent, leaving 824 patients for the survival analysis. The median follow-up is 30 months for patients still alive. Progressive disease has been reported for 573 patients, and 326 have died. In the total group of patients, the median time to progression was 17.2 months in the TEC arm and 16.3 in the TC arm (P = 0.99). In the group with residual tumor of 1 cm or less, the median time to progression was 24.7 months in the TEC arm and 24.4 months in the TC arm (P = 0.94). In patients with more than 1 cm of residual tumor, the median time to progression in the TEC arm was 14.6 months and 13.8 months in the TC arm (P = 0.75). The median overall survival has not yet been reached. The addition of epirubicin to the standard carboplatin and paclitaxel treatment did not improve progression-free survival. The evaluation of effect on long-term survival awaits further follow-up.
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