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    Abstract
p53 genetic alterations are associated with advanced stage and aggressive tumors in a variety of human malignancies. The aim of this study was to examine p53 for genetic alterations and to evaluate the association of these alterations with clinical outcome and response to adjuvant radiotherapy in endometrioid endometrial carcinomas. p53 mutations in exons 2–11 were assessed in 59 endometrioid carcinomas by polymerase chain reaction–single-strand conformational polymorphism and sequence analysis. Twelve mutations (20.3%) and nine polymorphisms were identified. Seven of the nine polymorphisms were codon 72 single nucleotide polymorphisms (SNP) with an Arg/Pro allelotype. Women harboring either a mutation or an Arg/Pro allelotype at codon 72 had a lower overall survival rate than women whose tumors lacked alterations in the p53 gene (P = 0.0029). Women were stratified based on p53 genetic alterations (p53 mutation or p53 codon 72 SNP) and whether or not they received adjuvant radiation therapy. Women with p53 genetic alterations who did not receive adjuvant radiotherapy had the lowest survival rate (P = 0.0005). Treated women with p53 genetic alterations and untreated women with no p53 alteration had similar rates of survival. Among women with p53 alterations, adjuvant radiotherapy substantially increased survival (P = 0.035). In multivariate analyses, the group of women with p53 genetic alterations who did not receive adjuvant radiation therapy had a 5.9-fold increased risk of death (95% confidence interval: 1.5–22.7) compared to women whose tumors lacked p53 alterations and did not receive adjuvant radiation therapy.
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