





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 13, Issue 3 
	Does the density of lymphatic vascular space invasion affect the prognosis of stage Ib and IIA node negative carcinoma of the cervix?


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Original Articles


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Does the density of lymphatic vascular space invasion affect the prognosis of stage Ib and IIA node negative carcinoma of the cervix?
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	P. SYKES*, 
	D. ALLEN*, 
	C. COHEN†, 
	J. SCURRY† and 
	D. YEO#

	[bookmark: aff-1]
*
Department of Gynaecological Oncology, Mercy Hospital for Women, East Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-2]†Department of Pathology, Mercy Hospital for Women, East Melbourne, Victoria, Australia

	[bookmark: aff-3]#Department of General Practice and Public Health (Biostatistics), Christchurch School of Medicine, University of Otago, New Zealand.


	Address correspondence and reprint requests to: Dr Peter Sykes, University Department of Obstetrics and Gynaecology, Christchurch Women's Hospital, Private Bag 4711, Christchurch, New Zealand. E-mail: peter.sykes{at}chmeds.ac.nz.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
Lymphatic vascular space invasion (LVSI) has been noted as a poor prognostic factor in many tumors. In some studies of carcinoma of the cervix, LVSI has been demonstrated to be independent of other prognostic factors. The aim of this study is to evaluate if, by a simple quantitative technique, the density of lymphatic invasion could be correlated with the risk of recurrence in node negative early stage carcinoma of the cervix. We analyzed the pathology and clinical course of 71 consecutive patients with stage IB and IIA carcinoma of the cervix treated primarily by radical hysterectomy and pelvic lymphadenectomy. All cases had negative nodes and adequate surgical margins. There were 67 patients suitable for evaluation. Tumour type, grade, stage and the dimensions of the tumor were recorded. The density of LVSI was categorized as absent (45%), mild (15%), moderate (33%) or severe (7%) depending on the number of lymphatic vascular spaces involved per high power field in the worst affected slide. The patients were followed for 2–8½ years with a mean follow up of 4 years and 2 months. There were 13 recurrences and 7 deaths. All recurrences occurred in less than 2 years after surgery. The risk of recurrence was 40% for patients with extensive LVSI, 32% for moderate, 30% for mild and 3% if LVSI was absent. Only the presence of LVSI was associated with an increased risk of recurrence. The density of lymphatic invasion as represented by the number of lymphatic spaces occupied on the worst histological slide offered no further clinically useful information.
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