





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 1, Issue 3 
	Monitoring patients with ovarian carcinoma: the relationship of serum CA125 levels to CT scanning


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Article: PDF Only


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Monitoring patients with ovarian carcinoma: the relationship of serum CA125 levels to CT scanning
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	E. Moskovic*, 
	E. Wiltshaw**, 
	P. Blake** and 
	C. Parsons*

	[bookmark: aff-1]* Department of Radiology, Royal Marsden Hospital, Fulham Road, London SW3 6JJ, UK

	[bookmark: aff-2]** Department of Gynaecological Oncology Unit, Royal Marsden Hospital, Fulham Road, London SW3 6JJ, UK


	Address for correspondence: Dr Eleanor Moskovic, Senior Lecturer, Dept of Radiology, Royal Marsden Hospital, Fulham Road, London SW3 6JJ, UK.




  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
The serial levels of the serum tumor marker CA125 were compared with the results of concurrent abdominopelvic CT scans throughout the clinical course of 65 patients undergoing treatment for advanced epithelial ovarian carcinoma at this institution. Twenty-three of these patients subsequently underwent a second laparotomy following chemotherapy, and the pathological findings were correlated with the preoperative results of both the serum CA125 levels and CT scan appearances in order to establish the relative accuracies of the two tests in the diagnosis of residual disease. Initially, all patients had an elevated CA125 level (< 400 units ml-1) which fell to normal following treatment in all cases. Seventy-five percent of patients showed continuing evidence of disease on CT grounds when both clinical examination and serum CA125 levels had normalized during or following treatment. Patients whose maximum response was PR on CT criteria relapsed faster than those achieving CR, showing CT to be a useful indicator of residual disease when the CA125 level has normalized after chemotherapy. Comparing the CT results and CA125 levels after second-look surgery in 23 patients showed CT to have a sensitivity of 85% and specificity of 42%; CA125 had a sensitivity of 50% with a specificity of 100%. Using this data, a protocol for monitoring patients undergoing treatment and follow-up for ovarian carcinoma is suggested.
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