





    
  Skip to main content
  




  

    

      
        
          
              
    

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    


  



  


  
  



  



  



  

          

        

      


      
        
              

      
        
          
                       

         

      

     
    
      
        
          [image: BMJ Journals]

                  

      

      
                  
            
                
    

    
  
    	Subscribe
	Log In 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	Basket 
	Search 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  







  



  

            

          

                

    
        
      
                [image: International Journal of Gynecologic Cancer]
      

            
          
    

    
  
    	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club

  





    
  
    
  
    
  
        

    
  
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    
  Search for this keyword 
 






  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Advanced search  


  
  



  



  


  
  


  
        

    
  
  
    	 Close
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
        Main menu

    
  
  
    
  	Latest content
	Current issue
	Archive
	Authors
	About
	YouTube
	Podcasts
	Zoom Journal Club



  


  
  



  



  






	Subscribe
	Log in 
More
	

    
  
    
  
    
  
      
  
  
    Log in via Institution
Log in via OpenAthens
Log in via your SocietySelect your society
ESGO
IGCS


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Log in using your username and password

 For personal accounts OR managers of institutional accounts



  Username *
 



  Password *
 




Forgot your log in details?Register a new account?

Forgot your user name or password?




  


  
  



  



  






	BMJ Journals

  


  
  




  



  



  

      

          

          
  
        
      
        
          You are here
	Home
	Archive
	Volume 1, Issue 1 
	Invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva: defining low and high risk groups for recurrence


        

       
      
          
            Email alerts
          
        

      

          

            
          
        
          
            
                                                                                                  
    

    
  
    
    
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article Text
  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    Article menu 
  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
  
  


  


  
  



      

    

  
  
   
    
  
    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    	Article 
Text
	Article 
info
	Citation 
Tools
	Share
	Rapid Responses
	Article 
metrics
	Alerts


  


  
  



      

    

    
    
      
        
  
      
  
  
    [image: Download PDF]PDF  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Review: PDF Only


  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    
      Invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva: defining low and high risk groups for recurrence
        
  

  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    [image: Loading]

  
    
  
      
  
  
    	Peter S. C. Bryson1,†,2, 
	A. J. Dembo1,*,†, 
	T. J. Colgan1,¶, 
	G. M. Thomas1,*,†, 
	G. Deboer1,† and 
	G. M. Lickrish1,†

	[bookmark: aff-1]1 Toronto General Hospital, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

	[bookmark: aff-2]2 Division of Gynecologic Oncology, Kingston General Hospital, Kingston, Ontario, Canada, K7L 2V7.

	[bookmark: aff-3]* Toronto-Bayview Regional Cancer Centre, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

	[bookmark: aff-4]† Princess Margaret Hospital, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

	[bookmark: aff-5]‡ Departments of Obstetrics and Gynecology, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada

	[bookmark: aff-6]¶ Departments of Pathology, and Radiology, University of Toronto, Toronto, Ontario, Canada





  


  
  



  
      
  
  
    Abstract
One hundred and ten patients with invasive squamous cell carcinoma of the vulva, treated primarily with surgery at Toronto General Hospital between 1970 and 1981, were studied to determine recurrence patterns and factors predictive of relapse and survival. The overall and cause-specific actuarial 5-year survival rates were 63 and 73%, respectively. Eleven factors were studied for their prognostic value. Only Stage and, within Stage II, tumor thickness and nodal status, were independently prognostic. Six relapses occured in 8 Stage II patients who had both positive nodes and tumor thickness > 5 mm (Unfavorable Stage II), compared to 0/17 with neither or just one factor present (favorable Stage II, P= 0.0002). These results were used to define a low-risk group (Stages I and favorable II) and a high-risk group (Stages III, IV and unfavorable II). In the low-risk group, 6/69 relapsed and the 10-year actuarial relapse-free rate was 88%. This was significantly different from the high-risk group, where 24/32 relapsed (P < 10-6) and the 10-year relapse-free rate was only 11% (P < 0.00005). The recognition of these two prognostic groups brings the therapeutic challenges in vulvar cancer into clearer focus. In the low-risk group there is a need to reduce surgical morbidity without compromising cure rates. In the high-risk group, locoregional control rates must be improved in order to improve cure rates. As 27 of the 30 relapses in the high-risk group were confined to the vulva or groin, adjunctive radiotherapy might improve cure rates if used in these patients.
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